
BRIEFING

Keep a record of all safety education and include the date, discussion leader name, and a listing of all employees in attendance on the 
Attendance Register. This is one of a series of safety information guides. Use this as a framework for safety discussions within the workplace. 
It is a general description ONLY and does not carry the force of legal opinion. Visit SAFETY WORKSTM at www.clearpathmutual.com for 
additional FREE training, education, and awareness material. SAFETY WORKS, Work It! TM

EYE SAFETY 

Thousands of people are blinded each year from work-related eye injuries. OSHA requires employers to ensure 

the safety of all employees in the work environment. Refer to OSHA 29 CFR 1910.133.

Think about possible eye hazards at your workplace. Flying particles or falling objects account for almost 

70% of eye injuries. Contact with chemicals caused one-fifth of the injuries. Objects swinging from a fixed or 

attached position, like tree limbs, ropes, chains, or tools, pulled into the eye while the worker was using them, 

caused other accidents.

Contributors to eye injures include not wearing eye protection and wearing the wrong kind of eye protection.

Potential eye hazards exist in nearly every industry, but more than 40% of injuries occurred among craft 

workers, like mechanics, repairers, carpenters, and plumbers. Over a third of the injured workers were 

operatives, such as assemblers, sanders, and grinding machine operators. Laborers suffered about one-fifth of 

eye injuries. 

 

ALWAYS WEAR EFFECTIVE EYE PROTECTION

 OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.133(a)(1) - The employer shall ensure that each affected employee uses   

 appropriate eye or face protection when exposed to eye or face hazards from flying particles, molten  

 metal, liquid chemicals, acids or caustic liquids, chemical gases or vapors, or potentially injurious  

 light radiation.

 OSHA standard 20 CFR 1910.133 (a)(2) – The employer shall ensure that each affected employee uses eye  

 protection that provides side protection when there is a hazard from flying objects. Detachable side  

 protectors (e.g. clip-on or slide-on side shields) meeting the pertinent requirements of this section  

 are acceptable.

Do not rely on personal protective equipment (PPE) devices alone to provide protection against hazards.  

Use PPE in conduction with guards, engineering controls, and sound practices. 

 

EYEWASH STATIONS

It is important to know the location of eyewash stations. OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.151(c) - Where the eyes 

or body of any person may be exposed to injurious corrosive materials, suitable facilities for quick drenching or 

flushing of the eyes and body shall be provided within the work area for immediate emergency use.

All employees exposed to hazardous, particulate, or corrosive materials need training and instruction on proper 

operation of eyewash station and/or drench shower equipment. Eyewash stations and/or drenching showers 

should provide a flushing fluid temperature conducive to promoting a minimum 15 minute irrigation period. 

Bottled eyewash or other personal wash units such as single head drench hoses are supplemental equipment.
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TRAINER          TITLE

ATTENDANCE REGISTER
The BRIEFING or any safety discussion does not meet OSHA training requirement. Training must 

include testing or “proof” that employees comprehend and understand the material presented. OSHA 
recommends that employers keep a record of all safety and health training and education. Records 

provide evidence of the employer’s god faith and compliance with OSHA standards. Have all attending 
employees sign below and maintain a copy of this Briefing for your educational records.
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