
BRIEFING

Keep a record of all safety education and include the date, discussion leader name, and a listing of all employees in attendance on the 
Attendance Register. This is one of a series of safety information guides. Use this as a framework for safety discussions within the workplace. 
It is a general description ONLY and does not carry the force of legal opinion. Visit SAFETY WORKSTM at www.clearpathmutual.com for 
additional FREE training, education, and awareness material. SAFETY WORKS, Work It! TM

CONFINED SPACES 

Many workplaces contain areas that are considered “confined spaces” because while they are not necessarily 
designed for people, they are large enough for workers to enter and perform certain jobs. A confined space 
also has limited or restricted means for entry or exit and is not designed for continuous occupancy. Confined 
spaces include, but are not limited to, tanks, vessels, silos, storage bins, hoppers, vaults, pits, manholes, tunnels, 
equipment housings, ductwork, pipelines, etc. 

 

EXPOSURES

  Engulfment

  Oxygen deficiency (19.5% or less)

  Oxygen enrichment (23.5% or higher)

  Flammable gases or vapors

Engulfment hazards are those that can envelop the entrant and cause suffocation. Oxygen deficiency or 
enrichment makes it impossible to survive without atmosphere-supplying respiratory protection. Flammable 
gases and dusts can lead to an explosion or fire. Combustible dusts can also be quite explosive (e.g., grain 
dusts). Entrants exposed to toxic substances can suffer irreparable health effects, such as chemical burns, 
cancer, or death. DO NOT ENTER without atmosphere-supplying respirators in spaces with conditions 
immediately dangerous to life and health (IDLH). 

CONTROLS 

Regular training, education, and Personal Protective Equipment are essential to control risk.  

PPE properly used will protect entrants in confined spaces.

Types of PPE include:

  Harnesses

  Retrieval lines

  Chemical protective clothing

  Welding apron/sleeves 

 

PERMIT-REQUIRED CONFINED SPACE 

OSHA uses the term “permit-required confined space” (permit space) to describe a confined space that has 
one or more of the following characteristics: contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere; 
contains a material that has the potential to engulf an entrant; has walls that converge inward or floors that 
slope downward and taper into a smaller area which could trap or asphyxiate an entrant; or contains any other 
recognized safety or health hazard, such as unguarded machinery, exposed live wires, or heat stress.

Refer to OSHA Standards 29 CFR 1910.146

Combustible dusts

Toxic substances

IDLH atmospheres

Physical hazards

Respirators

Gloves

Safety glasses



TOPIC           DATE 

TRAINER          TITLE

ATTENDANCE REGISTER
The BRIEFING or any safety discussion does not meet OSHA training requirement. Training must 

include testing or “proof” that employees comprehend and understand the material presented. OSHA 
recommends that employers keep a record of all safety and health training and education. Records 

provide evidence of the employer’s god faith and compliance with OSHA standards. Have all attending 
employees sign below and maintain a copy of this Briefing for your educational records.

ATTENDEE ATTENDEE


